the Encyclopaedia Britannica) began in the 18th century in Scotland and North- 
ern Ireland. Doubtless it migrated to this country shortly thereafter. The origin 
of the word, however, shows that the seven founders of the California Academy 
of Sciences, in 1853, knew what they were about. 

Twenty-two hundred and fifty-one years prior to the aforementioned date, 
the first academy was founded. It was an olive grove, a suburban place where 
Plato taught. The great Greek philosopher's outdoor forum, not far from Athens, 
became one of the greatest seats of learning of all times. Plato held forth there for 
nearly fifty years, until his death in 348 B.C. 

Plato’s modus operandi, best known by the name of one of his pupils, the 
Aristotelian Method (questioning, discussion, deduction, logic, Great Books), 
was essentially one of inquiry into the nature of all things. The Greeks proved 
their propositions by philosophy, not experiment. Nevertheless, they hit upon the 
idea of the atom and other concepts familiar to modern science. 

Cicero, the last Academician (the School of Athens operated for nine cen- 
turies, only to be closed by the Emperor Justinian), summed it up. “The char- 
acteristic of the Academy is never to interpose one’s judgment to approve what 
seems most probable, to compare together different opinions, to see what may be 
advanced on either side, and to leave one’s listeners free to judge without pre- 
tending to dogmatize.” 

This desultory research sharpened our pencil for a sixty-nine-word definition 
of the institution at hand: 

Cauirornia AcapemMy oF ScteNcEs: Laymen and scientists associated for 
study and dissemination of knowledge, principally in natural sciences. Their 
work encompasses building and maintaining scientific collections, research into 
the world about them and publication of the ensuing learning, encouragement 
of young scientists, and the operation of a free museum, a public aquarium, a 
scientific magazine of popular interest, and a television program. All activities 
are aimed at impartial, unbiased, unprejudiced education in science. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Norice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council has approved 
the applications of Mr. Laurence E. Maderis, Mrs. Miriam Lucy Merifeld, Mr. 
Knud Prip, Mr. Norman L. Rumpp, and Dr. John L. Wilson for RecuLar 
MemBersuip, and of Frances Barnes, Robert Britt, Carolyn Crabb, Judith 
Greenwood, Lionel Gross, Bradford Wait, and Thomas Wait for SrupENT 
Mempersuip in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the 
election of these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within two 
weeks after August 15, they will be considered elected. 
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August Announcement 


The recutar Aucusr MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium in the Academy's Hall of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Park, on Wednesday, August 22, at 8 o'clock. Benjamin Draper 
will present motion pictures and slides on 


THe AMERICAN BIson 


Mr. Draper, Academy science writer and television producer, has hunted but- 
falo across the United States (in the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian [nsti- 
tution, New York Public Library, the Bodmer collection at the Newberry Library 
in Chicago, the Western History collection of the Denver Public Library, as well 
as the Huntington Library and the Bancroft Library in California). He has 
assembled a fascinating selection of historical prints, photographs, and paintings, 
together with anecdotes and rare buffalo lore. This summer, with Elmer Moss, 
San Francisco photographer, he took movies of a buffalo herd in Daniel’s Park, 
Colorado. Readers of Pacific Discovery (Volume III, Number 2) have had a 
taste of the abundant historical material Mr. Draper draws upon in tracing the 
decline of the buffalo from the days when they covered the plains in great herds 
which stretched as far as the eye could see. At the August meeting they may 
learn, too, of recently discovered bones which prove the close relationship of the 
American and old world bison, and point to the old world as the place of origin. 


ANbES EXHIBIT 


“Visitinc THE Anves” is the title of a new exhibit in the Lovell White Memorial 
Hall. The display consists of photographs and artifacts brought back by Dr. 
Edward S. Ross, Curator of Entomology at the Academy, from his recent South 
American expedition. The photographs tell the story of man’s adjustment to the 
rugged nature of the altiplano—spinning and weaving alpaca and llama wool, 
using mosses for fuel, llamas for transportation, primitive methods for agri- 
culture. Photographs record the Inca and other pre-Columbian cultures whose 
peoples contended with the same harsh environment and left magnificent stone- 
work, ceramics, and textiles. 

Other new exhibits in the Lovell White Memorial Hall are a group of Audu- 
bon prints; a lifelike pair of ivory-billed woodpeckers, donated by Mrs. Milton 
S. Ray (a 1939 census reported only 22 of these rare birds); and an excellent 
display of nature photographs taken by Cliff Rattenburg of San Anselmo. 
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Busy Boranists 

SuMMER’s THE Time ror Boranizinc, and the Academy botanists have been 
making hay. John Thomas Howell, Curator of Botany, and Lewis S. Rose, Re- 
search Associate, have made two trips, one to Plumas County and one to Tulare 
County. Purpose of these collecting trips was to round out Mr. Howell’s informa- 
tion on the Sierran flora in preparation for a book on the subject. Mr. Howell has 
been collecting in the Sierra since 1923, and in the 1940's he spent part of every 
summer but one at the Sierra Club Base Camp, publishing a yearly “Base Camp 
Jotany”’ on the material observed and collected. The trips to the Feather River 
country in Plumas County and to the town of Mineral King in Tulare County 
have enabled him to collect northern and southern Sierran plants to supplement 
his Base Camp check lists. 

Miss Elizabeth McClintock, Assistant Curator of Botany, is leaving for Escu- 
dillo Peak, in eastern Arizona, one of the few areas in the state which have not 
been botanized. 

Dr. Thomas H. Kearney, Research Associate, has a new book coming off the 
press soon, 4r1zona Flora, the result of ten years of work. Robert H. Peebles is 
the co-author. The book is being published by the University of California Press 
on September 14. 

Miss Alice Eastwood, Curator Emeritus, is working on the flora of Lower 
California, delving into the literature on the Sierra de la Laguna, Sierra de Fran- 
cisquita, Sierra el Trinidad, Sierra el Taste, and Sierra el Gigantea. She con- 
tinues her botanical detective work, naming unnamed plants and correcting old 
mistakes. 

About 100,000 botanical specimens, until recently inaccessible, are now avail- 
able for study, with the expansion of the herbarium into a large room vacated by 
the Department of Birds and Mammals, Before this expansion, these specimens 
were packed in boxes and stacked high above the collection cases and all but 
impossible to use for research. 


THE GALAPAGOS 

Tue Carirornia Acapemy or Sciences ts one of the great repositories of Gala- 
pagos material, and the Academy’s top Galapagos authority is Joseph R. Slevin, 
Curator of Herpetology. Mr. Slevin is gathering information for a history of 
these islands and has recently acquired some photographs from Berlanga, Spain, 
where the discoverer of the Galapagos, Bishop ‘Tomas, is buried. The photo- 
graphs show the Bishop’s tomb, his coat of arms, and one shows a crocodile 
skin the Bishop collected in the early 1540's, evidence that the first Galapagos 
authority was also interested in reptiles. 


THat Worp “AcApEMY” 


“On, tHE Acapemy Isn’t a ScHoot,” a good many of us have found ourselves 
saying. 
” €eia o) : F 
A museum, then,” the questioner helpfully suggests. 
Yes and no. 
The loose use of the word “academy” to denote a school (says our informant, 
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